
 

 

____ A NAPA INSTITUTE™  EXPERIENCE ____ 

NORTHERN ITALY 

April 26—May 4, 2020 

Italy like you’ve never experienced it before 

TRIP  ITINERARY  
————————— 

With a special event in Rome on April 23 



 

———————————— 

28TH  ANNUAL  RECTOR ’S  D INNER  

Registration for the Experience includes a ticket to the Annual Rector’s Dinner, held at 

the college’s Janiculum Hill Campus in Rome. This year’s dinner will be honoring His 

Eminence, Seán Cardinal O’Malley, Archbishop of  Boston,  &  Den and Lynn Jilot 

from Reno, NV.  This will be a special opportunity to learn more about the college’s 

mission! 

THURSDAY ,  APRIL  23,  2020  

Hosted by  



 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
———————————— 

————————————— 
FLORENCE  |  APRIL  26—MAY  1 

For five nights we will stay in the 

charming Baglioni Relais Santa Croce, 

the 18th century Palazzo, situated in 

the historic centre of  Florence.  

Via Ghibellina, 87, 50122 Firenze Fl,  

Italy 

————————————— 
VENICE  |  MAY  1—4 

For the remaining three nights, we 

will be at the San Clemente  Palace 

Kempinski, which is situated on its 

own private island in Venice.   

Isola di San Clemente, 1, 30124 Venezia 

VE, Italy  



 

Please note the schedule is tentative and subject to change.  

There will be mild (>15 minutes, little to no incline) to moderate (15-25 minute, little to 

no incline) walking throughout the trip. Accommodations will be made when possible. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 | ARRIVAL | MILD WALKING 
—————————————————— 
Private transfers will be arranged for you from the Florence Airport or train station to 

the hotel. Check in at the hotel begins at 2:00 pm. There will be an option to join a pri-

vate tour of  the Basilica of  Santa Croce at 3:30 pm. A travelers Mass will be celebrated 

at the Church of  Sant’Ambrogio at 5:00 pm, followed by a welcome reception and din-

ner at Baglioni Relais Santa Croce.  

MONDAY, APRIL 27 | FLORENCE | MODERATE WALKING 
———————————————————— 
We will begin our first full day in the “renaissance city” with a special visit to the Museo 

dell’opera del Duomo, which holds many of  the cathedral’s original works, with the mu-

seum’s director, Mons. Timothy Verdon. In the afternoon an art historian will give us a 

private tour of  the important Dominican basilica, Santa Maria Novella, where Michel-

angelo apprenticed, and many great artists left their imprint. We will close the afternoon 

with Mass in one of  the chapels of  the basilica. Afterwards, there will be free time and 

opportunities for confession and spiritual direc-

tion. In the evening, art historian Elizabeth Lev 

will present on the life and works of  Fra Ange-

lico in preparation for our sightseeing on Tues-

day.  We will end the day with dinner at Palazzo 

Capponi, a private venue of  the Restaurant Bor-

go San Jacopo.   

Featured 

 Museo dell’opera del Duomo  

 Basilica of  Santa Maria Novella 



Plea—————————————————— 
TUESDAY, APRIL 28 | FLORENCE | MODERATE WALKING 

——————————————————— 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 | SIENA | MODERATE WALKING 

We will spend St. Catherine’s Feast Day in Siena, exploring the sites where she 

lived, served, and prayed, as we are immersed in her story. After lunch, there will 

be free time to experience the beautiful city - especially the Piazza del Campo, 

made famous by the annual horse racing event, the Palio. Before returning to 

Florence, there will be a special visit to the Basilica di San Francesco, where con-

secrated hosts have been miraculously preserved for 

nearly 300 years.  Back in Florence, we will have dinner 

at Cucina Torcicoda, known for their Florentine steak.  

Featured 

 Basilica Cateriniana San Domenico  

 Sanctuario di Santa Caterina  

 Duomo di Siena 

 Basilica di San Francesco 

In the morning there will be the option to see Michaelangelo’s David at the Gal-

leria dell’Accademia. We will then visit the former Dominican convent, the Museo 

San Marco, to see the works of  Fra Angelico, the Dominican friar dubbed the 

“Angelic Painter”, and celebrate Mass in the Basilica. In the afternoon there will 

be the option either for free time in Florence or for an excursion to a local winery 

for a tour and tasting.  In the evening there will be the option to attend vespers at 

the abbey of  Badia Fiorentina with the monks of  the Fraternità di Gerusalemme 

before dinner.   

Featured 

 Galleria dell’Accademia 

 Museo San Marco  

 Optional winery visit 

 Vespers at Badia Fiorentina 



——————————————————————— 
THURSDAY, APRIL 29 | SAN GIMIGNANO & FLORENCE | MILD WALKING 

For those willing to brave the heights, there will be the option to join an early hot 

air balloon ride to watch the sun rise over Tuscany, followed by an al fresco break-

fast, when we’re back on the ground. The whole group will meet up in San Gimi-

gnano for a leisurely day in this medieval hill town. We will celebrate Mass at La 

Chiesa di Santo Bartolo and enjoy lunch as a group and then have time to explore 

the piazzas on our own. In the evening we will attend Vespers at San Miniato Al 

Monte, a Romanesque basilica known for its beautiful mosaics, and watch the sun-

set over Florence from a restaurant near the Piazzale Michelangelo.  

Featured 

 Hot air balloon ride (Optional) 

 Visit to San Gimignano 

 San Miniato Al Monte 



SATURDAY, MAY 2 | VERONA/FUMANELLI VINEYARDS | MILD WALKING 
——————————————————————— 

In the late morning, we will leave for Verona where we will celebrate Mass and have 

some free time in the city. We will spend the afternoon at Fumanelli Vineyards, a 

family owned winery known for their Amorone wine, for a special lunch and wine 

experience.  In the evening, when we’re back in Venice, there will be a light reception 

style dinner at San Clemente Palace Kempinski, with music and time to socialize with 

fellow travelers.   

Featured 

 Free Time in Verona 

 Fumanelli Vineyards  

FRIDAY, MAY 1 | TRAVEL DAY | MILD WALKING 

————————————————— 

In the morning we will celebrate Mass at the Basilica of  Santa Croce in Florence 

and have a light lunch at the hotel before taking the train to Venice. After we arrive 

in Venice, there will be some free time to get settled before an evening activity and 

dinner at Osteria Oliva Nera.   



SUNDAY, MAY 3 | VENICE | MILD WALKING 
———————————————— 

For our last day of  the trip, we will take water taxis to the peaceful island of  Torcello 

and visit the Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta, originally built in the 7th century and 

known for its remarkable Byzantine mosaics. Back in Venice, we will spend time at the 

stunning Scuola Grande di San Rocco, which is adorned by some of  Tintoretto’s most 

important paintings. In the evening we will celebrate Mass and have our farewell dinner 

on one of  the courtyards of  San Clemente Palace Kempinski. 

Featured 

 Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta 

 Scuola Grande di San Rocco 

MONDAY, MAY 4 | DEPARTURE 

There will be a travelers Mass in the morning.  

Private transfers will be arranged to Venice Marco Polo Airport or to the Venice train 

station.  

———————————— 
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