
 

September 18 — 26, 2020 

TRIP  ITINERARY   



 

ACCOMMODATIONS  

FLORENCE  |  SEPTEMBER  21—26 

For the remaining five nights we will 

stay in the charming Baglioni Relais 

Santa Croce, the 18th century 

Palazzo, situated in the historic centre 

of  Florence.  

Via Ghibellina, 87, 50122 Firenze Fl,  

Italy 

VENICE  |  SEPTEMBER  18—21 

For the first three nights of  our trip,  

we will be at the San Clemente Palace 

Kempinski, which is situated on its 

own private island in Venice.   

Isola di San Clemente, 1, 30124 Venezia 

VE, Italy  



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 | VENICE | MODERATE WALKING 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 | ARRIVAL | MILD WALKING 

Private transfers will be arranged for you from Venice Marco Polo Airport (VCE) or 

Venice S. Lucia train station to San Clemente Palace Kempinski. Check-in at the ho-

tel begins at 3:00 pm. There will be some free time to get settled and enjoy the 

peaceful ambience of  the hotel before the group gathers for an evening Mass and 

the welcome dinner.   

In the late morning, we will take water taxis to Venice for Mass and then tour  the 

stunning Scuola Grande di San Rocco, which is adorned by some of  Tintoretto’s 

most important paintings. We will then taxi over to the peaceful island of  Torcello to 

visit the 7th century Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta, known for its remarkable Byz-

antine mosaics, and lunch at Locanda Cipriani, before returning to the hotel for free 

time. In the evening the group will meet for dinner and an after-hours tour of  Saint 

Mark’s Basilica.  

Featured 

 

Please note the schedule is tentative and subject to change.  

There will be mild (>15 minutes, little to no incline) to moderate (15-25 minute, little to 

no incline) walking throughout the trip. Accommodations will be made when possible. 

 Scuola Grande di San Rocco   Basilica di San Marco  



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 | VERONA/FUMANELLI VINEYARDS  

Today we will visit the region of  Verona. After Mass and some free time in the city of  

Verona, we will spend the afternoon at Fumanelli Vineyards, a family owned winery 

known for their Amorone wine, for a special lunch and wine experience.  Once back in 

Venice, there will be free time before dinner on the Insieme Courtyard of  San Clemente 

Palace Kempinski.  

Featured 

 Free Time in Verona 

 Fumanelli Vineyards  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 | TRAVEL TO FLORENCE 

In the morning we will take the train to Florence for the remainder of  our stay. Upon 

arriving in Florence, we will have lunch at the hotel and check into our rooms. There 

will be an option to join a private tour of  the Basilica of  Santa Croce or enjoy free time 

before Mass. In the evening, art historian Elizabeth Lev will present on the life and 

works of  Fra Angelico in preparation for our sightseeing on Wednesday. We will end the 

day with dinner at Palazzo Capponi, a private venue of  the Restaurant Borgo San Jaco-

po.   

 



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 | FLORENCE | MODERATE WALKING 

We will begin our first full day in the “renaissance city” with a special visit to the Museo 

dell’opera del Duomo, which holds many of  the cathedral’s original works, with the mu-

seum’s director, Mons. Timothy Verdon. In the afternoon an art historian will give us a 

private tour of  the important Dominican basilica, Santa Maria Novella, where Michel-

angelo apprenticed, and many great artists left their imprint. We will close the afternoon 

with Mass in one of  the chapels of  the basilica. Afterwards, there will be free time, be-

fore meeting again for dinner.  

Featured 

 Museo dell’opera del Duomo  

 Basilica of  Santa Maria Novella 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 | FLORENCE | MODERATE WALKING 

In the morning there will be the option to see Michaelangelo’s David at the Galleria 

dell’Accademia. We will then visit the former Dominican convent, the Museo San 

Marco, to see the works of  Fra Angelico, the Dominican friar dubbed the “Angelic 

Painter”, and celebrate Mass in the Basilica. In the afternoon there will be free time with 

the option to join an Italian pastry class or an excursion to a local winery for a tour and 

tasting.  In the evening there will be the oppor-

tunity to attend vespers at the abbey of  Badia 

Fiorentina with the monks of  the Fraternità di 

Gerusalemme before dinner.   

Featured 

 Galleria dell’Accademia 

 Museo San Marco  

 Optional winery visit or pastry class 

 Vespers at Badia Fiorentina 



Pleas
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 | SIENA | MODERATE WALKING 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 | SAN GIMIGNANO | MODERATE WALKING 

Our final day in Italy will be spent in the medieval hill town of  San Gimignano. We 

will celebrate Mass at La Chiesa di Santo Bartolo and enjoy lunch as a group and then 

have time to explore the piazzas on our own, before returning to Florence. In the 

evening will attend Vespers at San Miniato Al Monte, a Romanesque basilica known 

for its beautiful mosaics, before enjoying our final dinner together.  

Featured 

 Visit to San Gimignano 

 San Miniato Al Monte 

We will spend the day in Siena, exploring the sites where St. Catherine lived, served, 

and prayed, as we are immersed in her story. After Mass at the Basilica Cateriniana San 

Domenico and lunch, there will be free time to experience the beautiful city - especially 

the Piazza del Campo, made famous by the annual horse racing event, the Palio. Before 

returning to Florence, we will visit the Basilica di San Francesco, where consecrated 

hosts have been miraculously preserved for nearly 300 years. Back in Florence, we will 

have dinner at Cucina Torcicoda. 

Featured 

 Basilica Cateriniana San Domenico  

 Sanctuario di Santa Caterina  

 Duomo di Siena 

 Basilica di San Francesco 



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 | DEPARTURE 

There will be a travelers Mass in the morning. Private transfers will be arranged 

either to Florence Airport or to the train station.   
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